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e stand for 
s omet hing 

good.

The United States of 
America stands for 
something good.

According to 
the Declaration 

of Independence (1776), our 
representatives pledged us to Truth, 
Equality, unalienable Rights, Life, 
Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness.

According to the Constitution of the 
United States (1789), our representatives 
aimed for “a more perfect union” 
through Justice, Tranquility, Defense, 
Welfare, and the Blessings of Liberty.

For more than 230 years, we have been 
governed by written commitments to 
these truths, virtues, and liberties. For 

more than 230 years, our nation has 
officially stood for these ideals, rights, 
and values.  

As Americans, we can be pleased and 
proud of our growth in the progressive 
understanding and application of these 
values against racism, sexism, and 
religious persecution.

As Americans, we can be pleased 
and proud that far more people seek 
entrance into rather than exit from our 
nation.  As the southern national border 
crisis reminds us, many foreigners 
desire to immigrate into the US, seeking 
safety instead of violence, opportunity 
instead of oppression, and prosperity 
instead of poverty.  

For centuries, Catholic waves of 
immigrants from Ireland, Poland, Italy, 
Croatia, the Philippines, Vietnam, 
Korea, and Latin America have steadily 

brought their faith in Christ, their 
Patron Saints, their allegiance to the 
Catholic Church, their family values, 
and their beautiful cultures into this 
predominantly Christian nation, as 
hard workers and grateful supporters of 
the nation that has blessed them.

We stand for something good.  
America stands for something good.

No doubt our nation needs repentance 
and conversion, to restore us to the 
grace of God and virtue to which we 
have pledged ourselves.

But in this summer season of Flag 
Day and Independence Day, may the 
loyalties and sacrifices of America’s 
Founding Fathers remind us of our 
own commitment to building “a more 
perfect union,” as “one nation, under 
God, indivisible, with liberty and justice 
for all.”

We Stand For Something good

by Fr. John Ignatius
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Father Serra Celebrates Mass at Monterey by Léon Trousset.  Public Domain.



Summer 2019

Preaching

ight before our Lord ascended into 
heaven, he gave the apostles the 

following commission: “Go therefore 
and make disciples of all nations…” 
(Mt. 28:19). Following this admonition, 
one of the unique opportunities 
for preaching the Servants have 
participated in recently has been 
Door-to-Door ministry with Sent 
Evangelization. Founded by Austin 
Habash, a seminarian for the diocese of Dodge City, Kansas, 
Sent seeks to bring the good news of the Gospel to those in a 
local parish by knocking on every door annually within the 
parish boundary. We have been blessed to join with Sent a 
couple of times, and it has been fruitful for us and for those we 
meet. Door-to-Door ministry is an advantageous way to share 
with people about Christ, and also, to experience the hardship 
of being rejected. When I went with Br. Peter Xavier for our first 
time doing Door-to-Door ministry, we were unanswered by 
many, denied conversation, and we became downcast, however, 
the Lord had a special plan for the last door we would knock on 
that morning. At our final house, we met a fallen-away Catholic 
who was in need of prayer. She had many illnesses, and as we 
prayed with her for healing, God spoke of His great love for her 
as His daughter, and His desire for her to come home. What a 
grace to be able to encourage her with the love of God for her! 

s a Servant of Christ Jesus, we 
are constantly finding preaching 

opportunities for the kingdom of God, 
but specifically preaching to young men.  
Fr. John Ignatius and I were invited to 
California in April to assist with a high 
school retreat. I was asked to lead the 
men’s session for some of the students 
who attend JSerra High School in San 
Juan Capistrano, California. Taking this 
to prayer, I felt the Holy Spirit harping on God being a warrior 
who fights for His people and extending the invitation to me 
to preach on this topic. As I began diving into the scriptures, I 
came across Isaiah 42:13, “The LORD goes forth like a mighty 
man like a man of war he stirs up his fury; he cries out, he 
shouts aloud, he shows himself mighty against his foes.” Part of 
the beauty of our faith are the multiple images we have of the 
Lord.  The image of a sensitive, comforting God is consoling at 
times, and is rooted biblically (Isaiah 40), but God is also one 
who is willing to go to battle for us. He not only frees us from 
our bondage but destroys the enemy through our cooperation 
with His grace. In response to this battle cry, the Spirit desired 
to challenge the men to take up the armor and enter the fight. 
May God’s grace bestow courage upon all men and women to 
respond by picking up their “sword of the Spirit, which is the 
Word of God” (Eph. 6) and conquer the enemy with Christ.

RA

Br. Peter Xavier Br. Thomas Gonzaga

door-to-door miniStrythe Lord iS a Warrior

Brother Peter testifies to the charisms of the community during 
the Servants Discernment Weekend in March.

Father James preaches at the Life Teen Confirmation Retreat in 
February at Camp Hidden Lake in Dahlonega, Georgia. 

Patriarch Praise unites families for praise, adoration, preaching, 
and intercession.  Here, Jacob Welp leads his family in prayer.
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teaching

he Easter Season at the University of 
Denver has been full of Sacramental 

celebrations. Jack Bailey, a Sophomore at 
the University, began coming to Mass 
at the beginning of the academic year. I 
reached out to him and started meeting 
on a regular basis with him to get to 
know him and answer any questions that 
he had about the faith. Jack had gone to a 
Catholic high school but had never been 
baptized. Over the course of the year his desire for baptism grew. 
After going home for a visit his desire was confirmed and we began 
more formal preparations for baptism. It was a great blessing to be 
able to prepare him and then baptize him at the Easter Vigil. Jack 
is an amazing young man. Involved in ROTC he was always open 
and obedient to the direction that I gave him. The other blessing 
that flowed out of Jack’s “yes” was that it also inspired others who 
had not completed their Sacramental initiation to come forward 
and express a desire to be Confirmed. The weekend following 
the Easter Vigil, two other students, Emily and John, were both 
confirmed on Divine Mercy Sunday partly based on the fact that 
they heard about another student pursuing the Sacraments. They 
were able to have one or both of their parents in attendance. All 
three students were opportunities and expressions of the call of 
Jesus to make disciples of all nations. I am grateful to the Lord 
who gave me the opportunity to be a means of grace in their lives. 

hen I first began to learn about 
Jesus from the Servants of Christ 

Jesus, I was skeptical, but I knew that 
it was a win-win situation for me. If I 
ended up not believing in Jesus as the 
son of God, I knew that I would still 
learn how to be a better human being, 
but If I became convinced that Jesus is 
actually the Son of God, then I could 
follow Jesus as the way, the truth and the 
life. After wrestling with these thoughts, there were ultimately 
two things that finally brought me to the conclusion that Jesus 
is the Son of God. First, God becoming human to take on the 
sins of the world is unique from other religions. God is reaching 
out to us rather than us reaching out to God. My second reason 
is that we can trust the Gospels. My skepticism of the Gospels 
was slowly dismantled as I read The Case for Jesus by theological 
scholar, Dr. Brian Pitre. If you’re looking for research-based 
reasons on why the Gospels are true, this is the book to read. 
These conclusions along with prayer lead me to Baptism. My 
entrance into the Catholic Church speaks to those who already 
have support, structure, and purpose in their lives without Jesus, 
as I did. But what I would tell those people is that you don’t know 
what you’re missing. Being a Christian is demanding, but any 
cross that you will carry because of it is worth the weight. You can 
come to experience more joy and love in this life and forever after.

Fr. Paul Kostka

Following his baptism at Easter Vigil, University of Denver Sophomore 
Jack Bailey receives his First Holy Communion.    Photo: Zoë Klein.
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Father Paul baptizes University of Denver Sophomore Jack Bailey during
Easter Vigil in Evans Chapel at the University of Denver.    Photo: Zoë Klein.

making diSciPLeS at dU Becoming cathoLic

Jack Bailey



ou were adopted,” my brothers and 
I told my little sister when we were 

children ourselves.  In our immaturity, it 
wasn’t a compliment.  The fable didn’t last; 
when my sister asked my dad, he laughed 
and said of course not. Clearly in our childish 
minds, adoption appeared less than ideal, 
which is why it distressed my sister.  To us 
back then adoption signified “artificial”.  But 
the word “adopt” doesn’t mean “artificial.”  
“Adopt” derives from the Latin optare, which 
like “opt” or “option,” means “voluntarily 
elected” or “chosen.”  Adoption signifies a 
choice that God Himself makes, first of Israel, 
and then of all the Baptized.

Old TesTamenT
The two most well-known biblical examples 
of adoption are Moses and Esther.  Moses 
was born of Israelite parents, in the tragic 
circumstances of the decreed execution of 
Jewish baby boys.  By the voluntary offering 
of his family, Moses was claimed from the 
Nile by Pharaoh’s daughter, and raised in a 
family and culture that was foreign to him.  
Through his adoption, Moses’ life was spared, 
Moses’ education was elevated, and Moses’ 
training equipped him for exceptional and 
unprecedented leadership of Israel under 
the influence of the LORD.  Moses’ personal 
progression from “doomed” to “adopted” 
prophetically anticipates Israel’s progression 
from slavery and isolation to freedom and 
covenantal love.  We are not told how Esther’s 
parents perished, but we are told that after 
their death, she was raised by her Uncle 
Mordecai.  Out of the tragedy of parental 
loss, Esther’s life, faith, and training are 
provided for, opening opportunities for her to 
become Queen of Persia.  Through her own 
progression from “orphan” to “queen,” she, 
like Moses, is able to intercede and intervene 
for Israel’s progression from “doomed” by 
genocide, to “victorious” over their enemies.
 
It is noteworthy that biblical adoption 
begins in tragic circumstances. The tragedies 
that make adoption necessary cannot be 
overlooked or downplayed. Orphan children 
begin their lives with a grave and involuntary 
loss. Biological children stand in need of 
love, healing, and redemption.  And in ways 

differing from a biological child, 
an adopted child will stand in 
particular need of love, healing, 
and redemption. On the other 
hand, it is also noteworthy 
that biblical adoption leads to 
redemption for others.  The 
chosen, beloved, and exalted 
adoptive status of Moses and 
Esther begets opportunities 
otherwise unavailable to them.  
This is certainly a benefit 
for them personally, but 
additionally Israel realizes their own chosen 
status through the life and influence of these 
adopted orphans.  

new TesTamenT
In the New Testament, the word “adoption” 
appears when St. Paul applies it to disciples 
of Jesus:  But when the time had fully come, 
God sent forth his Son, born of a woman, 
born under the law, to redeem those who 
were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons…So through God you are 
no longer a slave but a son, and if a son then 
an heir (Galatians 4:4-5, 7).
 

Regarding the Galatians, there was a 
tragic time when they (and we) were “not 
sons” and “not heirs.”  Through Christ 
and through adoption, they (and we) are 
now sons and heirs.  For St. Paul, adoption 
meant a progression – from a less ideal state 
“under the law” to a to a more exalted state 
“as sons” of God.  To the Romans, St. Paul 
wrote: We know that the whole creation has 
been groaning in travail together until now; 
and not only the creation, but we ourselves, 
who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan 
inwardly as we wait for adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies (Rom 8:22-23). 

ChrisT’s redempTiOn
Familial adoption, like biblical adoption, 
begins with an originating tragedy. The civil 
process of adoption can also be marked by 
pain and uncertainty.  The sufferings endured 
by adoptive families make the beautiful fruits 
of adoption all the more glorious. On the 
other hand, adoptive families experience the 
ongoing enrichment of voluntary covenantal 
love.  Adoption, like biblical covenants, 
establishes a sacred alliance between 

disparate persons for 
the benefit of both 
parties.   When lived 
with generosity, loyalty, 
devotion, and affection, 
adoption overcomes 
differences, tensions 
and tragedy to beget 
blessing, opportunity, 
heroism, and glory.
 

By nature and by sin, 
we are not Divine. 
When the Divine Son 
of God assumes mortal 
humanity, he freely 
adopts our different 
nature to rescue us, 
liberate us, elevate 
us, and unite Himself 
to us.  Like adoptive 
parents, Christ enters 
into and makes our sorrowful mysteries His 
own, even going to the Cross out of love 
for us.  Meanwhile, we learn to follow Jesus 
as adopted sons.  As adopted children, our 
gradual conversion toward the Father requires 
trust, hope, love, repentance, self-denial, 
sacrifice, and the obedience of faith.  For all 
children, and perhaps especially adopted 
children, the demanding journey of trusting 
a love so extravagant can be as difficult as it 
is necessary and intimate. Miraculously, by 
God’s grace and our response, not only is the 
tragedy of sin overcome, but we are adopted 
into God’s family.  We become participants 
through communion with Christ in God’s 
Divine nature.  God’s own Divinity becomes 
ours, by adoption. May God grant us all the 
privileged grace to be adopted by Him, our 
heavenly Father!

JD & Kate Flynn brought Max (left) home on New Year’s Eve in 2012 and Pia 
(middle)  almost exactly one year later.  Daniel (right) was born in 2018.

Josh & Alicea Lybarger had Olivia (center) and Adrian (right) 
in 2014 when they welcomed Jalen (left) to their family 

in 2014, then Walker (bottom) in 2017.

adoPtion: 
choSen By god 
by Fr. John Ignatius
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don’t know if 
you’ve noticed, but 

the Servants love to 
celebrate marriage and 
parenthood. Patriarch 
Prom recently honored 
the gift of marriage and 
the newsletter article 
When Five Arrive 
praised the fruitfulness 
of moms and dads.  The 
next area of marriage 
and parenthood the 
Servants wish to 
celebrate is adoption.  
In my own life, 
adopting a child seems 
like an extremely 
distant possibility, 
somewhat more 
possible than winning 

the lottery, but much less possible than 
learning to speak Italian in my 30s or finding 
the time, money, tools and skills to restore a 
1956 Ford Thunderbird.  So when Fr. John 
asked me to get in touch with three families 
to write a story about adoption, I was excited 
to better understand how, for these families, 
adoption went from a possibility to a reality.

Three Families’ sTOries
Two years ago, Jacob and Megan Welp 
discovered a call to be foster-parents.  As Jacob 
explained, “Megan’s life-giving, maternal 
instinct was welling up after a few years of 
infertility.  We already had three biological 
children, but she was attentive to the Father’s 
invitation to invite more children into our 
home.  My main resistance was rooted in a 
desire not to impose unwanted issues to our 

three biological children. I had 
grown comfortable with my 
family’s brand of crazy and I 
was not eager to embrace the 
potential baggage that can 
come with fostering. Then on a 
flight home from work and in a 
moment of reflection, God the 
Father reminded me of a desire 
in my heart to be to others as He 
is with me. Then He doubled 
down by reminding me that He 
adopted me, sight-unseen with 

my brand of crazy. Ruh-roh.”

For JD and Kate Flynn, discovering the Lord’s 
call was also gradual.  As JD explained, “We 
spent several years at the beginning of our 
marriage attempting to have children, but 
eventually it became clear that it was not 
God’s plan. We spent time mourning our own 
hopes before we began pursuing adoption. 
We wanted to be sure that we were pursuing 
adoption in freedom and with certitude that 
it was what the Lord wanted. We didn’t want 
to view adoption as something second-best, 
or to adopt only to fill the hole in our hearts 
that infertility had created. But after prayer, it 
became clear that adoption would be the way 
that God called us to build our family.”

Josh & Alicea Lybarger had two biological 
children, ages 6 and 1 when they decided to 
adopt Jalen in 2014, then a 4-year-old.  Alicea 
Lybarger explained, “We felt called to adopt 
as a way of living out our belief that each 
individual has value.  While the process was 
a roller coaster and a humbling reminder 
that we are not in control, we’ve discovered 
that the joy we experience isn’t any different 
than the joy of having children biologically.  
It’s the same joy of welcoming another child 
home.  Then in 2017 we adopted Walker as a 
newborn and welcomed him home.”

leTTing gO OF COnTrOl 
This sentiment that adoption was a humbling 
reminder that they are not in control was 
shared by all three families.  Jacob & Megan 
Welp expanded on that point, “The greatest 
challenge about fostering or adopting is that 
it’s like handing the pen over to someone and 
letting them write the next chapter of your 

life. It’s uncomfortable. And yet at the same 
time, the story is novel and adventuresome.”

The reality that someone else is writing the 
next chapter of your life could not be better 
illustrated than by Kate & JD’s experience.  
The Flynns have two adopted children: Max 
is 7, and Pia is 6.  JD explained how God’s 
plan unfolded in ways they could have 
never imagined, “Max and Pia have Down 
syndrome. It was not our plan to adopt a 
child with Down syndrome, but it was, rather 
unexpectedly, God’s plan. Adopting Max was 
the beginning of an incredible chapter in our 
lives. It was not our plan to adopt another 
child with Down syndrome, but then, less 
than a year after Max was born, we got a call a 
few days before Pia was born - her biological 
parents were looking for a family of practicing 
Catholics, who already knew something about 
Down syndrome. We prayed about it and 
knew it was what God wanted for us. At that 
point we weren’t expecting to have biological 
children, but five years later, our biological 
son Daniel was born.”

sOme Fun & sOme adviCe
While adoption can be uncertain and sudden, 
that doesn’t mean that it can’t be fun.  In fact, 
JD and Kate Flynn used all those elements for 
the New Year’s surprise of a lifetime for several 
friends.  They took their son Max home from 
the hospital on New Year’s Eve and invited 
friends over for a New Year’s toast without 
telling them they had a baby.  The friends 
walked in and Max was in Kate’s arms.  Their 
friend Anne Williamson was so shocked that 
she dropped her glass of champagne.  

Finally, I asked these couples to share some 
advice for anyone considering adoption.  
From Josh & Alicea Lybarger, “Don’t lose 
respect for where your child came from. It’s 
not ‘us vs them’. Part of adopting is loving 
everything about your child including their 
background before coming to your home.”  
Similarly, Kate & JD Flynn pointed out, “The 
really important thing to remember is that 
adoption isn’t about you. Remember that 
birth parents are making the unfathomably 
difficult choice to place their children with 
people they hardly know, out of love for those 
children. That kind of love is inimitable.”

Josh & Alicea Lybarger had Olivia (center) and Adrian (right) 
in 2014 when they welcomed Jalen (left) to their family 

in 2014, then Walker (bottom) in 2017.

Grace (face not pictured in compliance with fostering regulations) has 
been a joy to Meg & Jacob Welp as well as to Isaac, Cupertino, and Pearl.

by Eduard Lugo

inimitaBLe 
Love

I
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commUnity

For the past 3 years, Dave Uebbing, Jacob Welp, Karen Arangua, 
Mark Arangua, Joe Staib, Matt Williamson and John Hegarty have 
provided guidance and wisdom to our community. Joined by Eric 
Zellweger for the first two years, this inaugural Finance Council 
oversaw the renovation of our residence, roof replacement, addition 
of a chapel and retreat hermitage, and established provisions for the 
long-term health and retirement needs of the community. With 
their term having come to an end in May, we welcome the new 
members of our next Finance Council: Steve Paolucci, Monica 
Trainor, Mike Lipic, Andi DuPré, and Mike Menghini. 

thank yoU Finance coUnciL

Departing finance council (Pictured from left to right): Dave Uebbing, Jacob 
Welp, Karen Arangua, Mark Arangua. Not pictured: Joe Staib, Matt Williamson. 
Incoming finance council (Pictured from right to left): Steve Paolucci, Monica 
Trainor, Mike Lipic. Not pictured: Andi DuPré, Mike Menghini. Remaining 
council members: John Hegarty, Chairman (4th from right) and Fr. Paul Kostka.

This spring, a man who has fought the good fight of faith and 
has been a mentor, witness and friend to many Servants along 
the way is retiring from Bishop Machebeuf High School.  Marc 
Lenzini taught Theology at Bishop Machebeuf for 28 years and 
is largely responsible for the thriving Catholic identity of the 
school.  He is a man of amazing generosity and faithfulness. I 
remember in my first year of teaching realizing the abundant 
generosity of Mr. Lenzini in his willingness to stand alone for 
the Lord especially at times of little support for his faithfulness 
in teaching the fullness of the Catholic faith. Mr. Lenzini was 
generous in the classroom, as well as on retreats and school 
trips in his prayers for students and his proclamation of the 
Gospel. What most people never saw was his behind-the-scenes 
generosity. He would go out of his way to make sure the dishes 
were washed on a retreat or he would clean up without ever being 
asked. Mr. Lenzini’s love for the Lord, love for myself and love 
for several Servants as a spiritual father and friend is something 
we are eternally indebted to him for. I pray that Mr. Lenzini is 
given eyes to see the abundant fruitfulness of his faithful labors 
for Catholic education over these past 28 years. -Fr. Paul Kostka 

Then Br. Paul Kostka and Marc Lenzini in 2007.  A Servant has worked along-
side Mr. Lenzini since Fr. Paul started working at Bishop Machebeuf in 2006.

thank yoU mr. Lenzini!

After announcing his retirement, Marc Lenzini was presented with an AMDG 
household shirt by AMDG Household Brothers Noah Fisher and Fr. James. 

hermitage UPdate

yoU’ve gotten US to $14,250 oF oUr $25,000 goaL!

 Which LeaveS $10,750 needed to FiniSh the hermitage!

Thank you to those who have supported the creation of our St. Joseph Retreat 
Hermitage!  The project is on task to begin hosting retreats in Fall of 2019!

Donation info (mail & online) may be found at 

www.scjesus.org/hermitage
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od is here. In the centuries before 
Christ, the Jews learned the hard 

way what God promised them through 
Moses.  When the Israelites and their 
leaders were faithful, obedient and united, 
they would be blessed, they would prosper 
and their land would be secure.  When the 
Israelites and their leaders were unfaithful, 
disobedient and divided, they would lose 
their blessings, they would suffer defeat, 
dispossess the land and go into exile.

In the book of Judges, when the tribes of 
Israel were faithful, they protected the 
vulnerable and they were prosperous. In 
the book of Judges, when the Israelites 
became idolatrous, promiscuous, and 
disobedient, the Moabites dominated 
them, the Midianites raided them, the 
Ammonites terrorized them and the 
Philistines humiliated them. 

In the book of Kings, when the Northern 
tribes fell into idolatry, sexual infidelity 
and religious disobedience, the Assyrians 
conquered them and deported them.  
However, in the Southern Kingdom, 
during a series of attacks, King Hezekiah 
leads the Southern Tribes in repentance, 
fidelity and obedience to God’s word 
and helps spare Judah the fate that befell 
the Northern tribes. What follows then 
is a series of humble, faithful Kings who 
celebrated Sabbath and Passover and 
followed Jewish laws. But then after a time 
of prosperity, Judah and Jerusalem get 
corrupt kings and priests who ignore the 
Sabbath, forsake fasts and feasts, divorce 
their wives, commit sexual misconduct, 
tolerate fraud, take bribes and exploit the 
weak.  As a result, Judah and Jerusalem are 
soon ruined, they are invaded, and they 
are enslaved by the Babylonians.  They hit 
rock bottom as they are exiled from the 
land God promised them.

However, the exile challenges them.  
The exile provokes examination, elicits 
concentration, focus and conversion. 
And through their diminishment, they 
are purified and strengthened. During 
the exile, men rise up like Daniel, Ezekiel,  
Ezra and Nehemiah, who take the lead 
in calling Judah back to their roots and 
forward to the promises of God.

The church often experiences the same 
thing. In the first century, most Catholic 
leaders live out heroic fidelity even unto 
death.  In the 2nd and 3rd centuries, the 
Church experiences great growth along 
with great persecution. Christianity is 
legalized in 313 A.D. and becomes the 
state religion in 380 A.D.  Wealth and 
power begin to take root in the Church, 
which provokes lay prophetic voices, like 
the Desert Fathers to withdraw to the 
desert in prayer and penance.  By the 5th 
century, emperors and kings who have 
become Christian use power to favor 
bishops who give license to their heresies 
or infidelity, and they exile, imprison or 
execute bishops who demand faithfulness 
and obedience to the Word of God. When 
the clergy becomes corrupt, the people 
become corrupt.

When European Catholics were rich, lazy, 
corrupt, weak and divided, Arabs invaded. 
When European Catholics followed the 
pope’s call to prayer, penance, sacrifice and 
unity they drove the Arab invasion out.  

Jewish corruption diminished them. 
Christian corruption diminishes us.

During the Jewish exile, a lay Jewish 
leader named Nehemiah heard bad news 
and decided to do something about it. 
He went to the defeated and destroyed 
city of Jerusalem, took a secret survey 
of its devastation, and raised up a call to 
complacent Jews to obedience to God’s law 
and to rebuild.

It seems to me in the wake 
of Catholic scandal and 
diminishment, we can look to 
this Jewish leader Nehemiah, 
as a model of a lay man who 
faced corruption, leveraged his 
influence, practiced integrity, 
called others to obedience, 
and rebuilt. Nehemiah knew 
that sin caused the fall of 
Jerusalem. Nehemiah knew 
that God’s people were 
ashamed and discouraged. 
Nehemiah experienced sorrow 
and indignation. Nehemiah, 
without ordination or even a 

divine mandate, steps forward to fill in 
the gaps in the walls and to do what needs 
to be done. Nehemiah finds ruins, and 
begins building. Which reminds me of 
St. Francis of Assisi who, 1700 years later, 
when the church was being threatened 
by corruption, scandals, heresy, Islamic 
expansion and compromised crusaders, 
saw a crumbling chapel and believed 
God called him to rebuild it. “Rebuild my 
church, which you see is falling down.”  The 
pope in Rome meanwhile is dreaming: the 
Church is falling over, but a poor man is 
holding it on his shoulders, a simple, poor, 
layman - Francis.

Men, we have already entered a new 
season of crisis and scandal. Just as the 
Jews faced over and over, just as the 
church has suffered over and over. Just 
like Nehemiah, we have heard the bad 
news.  Nehemiah’s impulse was to build, 
in a public way. Francis’ call was to build 
in a public way. Let us examine and 
imitate Nehemiah’s initiative to build and 
rebuild. Just a few days ago, Archbishop 
Chaput addressed the seminarians at the 
Pontifical College Josephinium on facing 
the future with hope and joy, “This isn’t a 
dark time unless we make it so…. This is a 
moment of privilege and opportunity, not 
defeat... We’ve been given the gift of being 
part of God’s work to rebuild — and build 
better — the witness of his Church in the 
world.”  Like Nehemiah, Like St. Francis, 
let us seize this moment of privilege and 
opportunity to build, and build better the 

reBUiLd
Abridged Talk by Fr. John Ignatius at the Patriarch Forefather’s Weekend in Golden, CO  - March 29, 2019

G

The layman Nehemiah leveraged his influence in a godless 
empire to lead God’s people in repentance and rebuilding.



SUmmer evangeLization
and Formation

June
1-7: Catholic Youth Summer Camp - Centerburg, OH
June 8 - July 8: 30-Day Silent Spiritual Exercises - Utica, NY 
16-22: Life Teen Camp Hidden Lake - Dahlonega, GA
24-29: Life Teen Restore Camp - St. Louis, MO

July
1-6: Life Teen Camp Covecrest - Tiger, GA
July 10 - Aug 3: Holy Land Pilgrimage & Mission Trip - Israel 
13-26: Naval Reserves Officer Training - Newport, RI
14-20: Life Teen Missionary Training - Dahlonega, GA
21-26: Catholic Youth Summer Camp - Centerburg, OH 

August
19: Class Resumes Bishop Machebeuf High School - Denver, CO
24: Br. Peter Xavier Profession of Vows - Denver, CO
30-Sept.1: Catholic Family Retreat - Larkspur, CO
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2019 Patriarch men’S Weekend
octoBer 11-13, 2019
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